
Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society (MCFS)

Walks in 

Wrenbury cum Frith Parish

The landlord of the Dusty Miller asked us to provide some short circular walks

that residents and visitors can enjoy by walking from his pub.  The walks are of

various lengths and difficulty, albeit none are difficult.  Some can be walked in
stout shoes but others, particularly if it has rained, may be easier in walking

boots.

Enjoy the 31 miles of walks in this booklet.
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Copyright
All the maps included within this document use Open StreetMap as the base mapping and non-

copyright material for the overlays. The overlays are © Peter Waite (The author).

© Open StreetMap contributors. The data is available under the Open Database Licence which 

can be seen at www.openstreetmap.org/copyright.

This document, which is provided in pdf format, may be copied in whole but not in part.  You 

may print copies of this document for your personal use and to allow you to organise walks for 

a group of walkers provided that you do not make any charge for the documents.  For part or 

total inclusion in another publication or for any other purpose written permission from the 

author is required.
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Maps
The Open StreetMap base maps used can be seen at: 

http://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=14/53.0249/-2.6178

By going to this web page you can pan and zoom the map to give you street level maps.  It 

provides the larger scale maps which you may find useful for clarification of detail.

You may also find www.streetmap.co.uk useful. It does more than streets!

Cheshire East Council PRoW maps can be found at

http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/home.aspx and follow the Leisure & culture link to Public 

Rights of Way & Interactive Maps. (Alternatively use the Cheshire East link on the MCFS 

website.)

All the  maps within this publication are produced with north at the top (& east to the right!!).

Please note that the base map shows the canal just to the SW of Wrenbury Bridge incorrectly. 

The canal does run alongside the road (Frith Lane) rather than below it as the map indicates.

Maps use metric units (metres and kilometres) but distances here are given in miles as most 

walkers appear to be imperial rather than metric.  The quoted walk distances are pretty 

accurate, but walk times are approximate averages not allowing for any stops.  Some walk 

very quickly but you may enjoy a more leisurely pace.

Safety
You are responsible for your safety. You'll need to wear appropriate clothing and, in particular, 

footwear. A mobile phone may not work in all the areas covered by this publication. To 

summon help in a sparsely populated area the national signal is 6 short blasts on a whistle 

repeated after an interval as necessary.

Parking

All of the walks start from The Dusty Miller Car Park.  Wherever you park, please park 

responsibly so that residents, service and emergency vehicles are not obstructed.

Notes
Some walks go out of the parish to form a circular route.  Don't worry. You won't need your 

passport and the natives are mostly friendly!

As the walks are designed to collectively include as many paths as possible the same route 

may not necessarily be used to get between two identical points.

PRoW (see Abbreviations on next page) footpath numbers are included e.g. [FP2] to help you 

report a problem if you come across a fault or obstruction. The MCFS regularly checks the 

PRoWs but what was fine yesterday may have issues today.

Please leave gates open or closed as you found them and take all litter back with you. Banana 

skins and orange peel are litter.

MCFS walkers carry secateurs to cut back vegetation around gates, stiles and finger posts in 

rural areas. You may like to do the same and so help Cheshire East Council, Wrenbury Parish 

Council and the MCFS to keep the paths clear.

This document was produced without charge.  If you would like to support the MCFS then 

please see our website www.mcfs.org.uk for details of what we do, our walks and how to join 

us.
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Abbreviations

[FP3] Wrenbury cum Frith Footpath No 3

[MCQ FP16] Marbury cum Quoisley Footpath No 16

[NOR FP12] Norbury Footpath No 12

E East

FP Footpath

fp Finger post

gps The walkers equivalent of a SatNav used in cars

L Left

N North

PH Public House, Inn

PRoW Public Right of Way

R Right

S South

W West

List of Wrenbury cum Frith PRoWs

Cheshire East Council data shows 27 footpaths numbered 1 to 27 but their interactive map 

shows some non contiguous paths.  e.g. a FP near the station is numbered FP 3 as is one north

of the canal.

If you need to report a fault on a path then please use either the FP numbers given in this 

booklet e.g. [FP3] or the links on the MCFS website to the Cheshire East Council PRoW pages 

and use the interactive map.

We would appreciate your reporting of any faults to Wrenbury Parish Council and to Cheshire 

East Council.
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Wrenbury cum Frith Civil Parish

The above map shows the parish boundary and the location of The Dusty Miller.

Wrenbury lies about 8.5 miles SW of Crewe between the A49 and the A530. It has both the 

River Weaver and the Llangollen Branch of the Shropshire Union Canal at its centre.

Wrenbury's 1,100 (approx. 2006) residents have 27 Public Rights of Way (PRoWs) with a total 

length of 13.5 miles (22km) to enjoy.  Please note that these paths are not the same as the 

pavements alongside urban roads and walkways along rural roads.

When writing this book it was noted that many of these PRoWs were either unused or little 

used.  Hopefully, this book will give both the residents and many visitors to the Parish the 

confidence to enjoy the amenity.

The above map base can be found at:

http://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=13/53.0249/-2.6178

The Wrenbury cum Frith Parish website can be found at:

http://www.wrenburypc.org.uk

The website contains useful information and some history of the village.

Wrenbury cum Frith Parish clerk - email:  clerk@wrenburypc.org.uk
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Other publications

If you like this publication then you might like to look at other publications on our website in 

the Long Distance Footpath section.

Acknowledgements
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Cook and Peter Waite.  Bernard is the District Footpath Inspector for our paths in the Cheshire 

East region. 
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Local Information

The Dusty Miller PH is located at the point where the River Weaver crosses the Llangollen 

Branch of the Shropshire Union Canal and Cholmondeley Road crosses the canal via Wrenbury 

Bridge.  The building was originally constructed as a corn mill around the 16th century but was 

converted into a PH in 1977 after it fell into disuse. The postcode is CW5 8HG.

The Llangollen Branch of the Shropshire Union Canal was opened at the beginning of the 19th 

century to ease the pressure on the local, very rough roads – and to make money for its 

owners! Commercial traffic took goods between N Wales, Chester, Ellesmere Port, Manchester 

and the Midlands.  The aqueducts at Chirk and Pontcysyllte are of outstanding interest. Today 

the canal is largely recreational, catering for holiday craft, anglers, walkers and those who 

enjoy the flora, fauna and birdlife that thrive in, on and around it. The 41 miles takes 3 days to

navigate in each direction and longer if you stop off at too many pubs!

The canal has three rare single-span timber lift bridges dating from 1790, which are among 

Thomas Telford’s earliest works. They are of the drawbridge type, with a wooden platform 

hinged at one end which is raised and lowered by counterbalancing beam weights. Two 

(Wrenbury Frith and Wrenbury Church bridges) are Grade II* listed footbridges; the Grade II 

listed third bridge (Wrenbury - Cholmondeley Road) carries road traffic and is lifted by a 

powered winch.

The village is listed in the Domesday book as Wareneberie, and became Wrennebury in 1230. 

The name is said to mean “old forest inhabited by wrens”. Wrenbury formed part of the 

extensive lands of William Malbank, who owned much of the Nantwich hundred.

The centre of Wrenbury village, about 0.5 mile S of the canal, is a conservation area. Two 

black-and-white houses overlook the village green; Elm House is a Grade II listed cottage with 

prominent brick chimneys dating from the 17th century, while Stanley House, a mock Tudor 

building, dates from 1859.

The 16th century red sandstone St. Margaret's church still has some box pews, a rare example 

of a dog whipper’s pew and a monument to Sir Stapleton Cotton, a soldier friend of Wellington.

Stapleton became the 1st Viscount Combermere following his success in the victory of 

Salamanca. He lived at Combermere Abbey to the south of Wrenbury. In the churchyard stands

a small Grade II listed black-and-white cottage with brick infill, dating from the 17th century,  

it has the sign “Here stood the old free school endowed in 1605 by Ralph Buckley.”.

Hawk House, formerly the Hawk and Buckle Inn, is a Grade II listed brick house adjacent to 

the post office which dates from the early 18th century. Wrenbury Hall was the home of the 

Starkey family, prominent local landowners, until 1920; parts of the house date from the 17th 

century, although the front was refaced in Elizabethan style in 1916–19. It is said to have been

used as shelter for the Parliamentary forces in 1643 when Nantwich was besieged before the 

Battle of Nantwich, during the Civil War.

The Cotton Arms PH (see Sir Stapleton Cotton above) which is located opposite the Dusty 

Miller runs the camping and caravan site located behind it.

The village has a Village Hall, Village Green, Recreation Ground, Post Office, primary school 

and medical centre.

The village holds a “Weekend of scarecrows” festival usually on the first weekend of July.
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Walk 1 – Wrenbury village via Starkey's Bridge

An easy 1.5 mile walk with 5 stiles and 3 gates which is mainly on grass paths.

Time about ¾ hour.

1. From the Dusty Miller Car Park go onto Cholmondeley Road and turn L towards the 

Wrenbury Lift Bridge. (Have you parked responsibly and obtained permission?)

{The bridge (bridge 20) is Grade II listed.}

2. At the bridge turn R onto the canal towpath [FP25] and walk with the canal on your L.

{Notice the Wrenbury Mill, Alvechurch Marina and boat hire opposite and the Cotton 

Arms caravan/camping site on your R.}

3. At Wrenbury Church Bridge continue along the towpath.

(Note the path to your R which is on your return route.)

{This lift bridge (bridge 19) is Grade II* listed.}

4. At the next bridge (the masonry Starkey's Bridge) go up the steps to the R, over a stile 

and R over another stile onto the path [FP1] and walk towards the village with the 

hedge on your R.

5. Ignore the stile and path to your R [FP22] and continue until you meet a boundary 

where you go over the stile on your L and turn R to.

6. At the road go over the stile and turn R onto Nantwich Road. (You are at Hawk House.) 

7. Walk past the Post Office on your R and look for the church gates (opposite the Village 

Green) leading to the R of St. Margaret's Church. These give you access to path [FP3]. 

{The 16th century red sandstone St. Margaret's church still has some box pews, a rare 

example of a dog whipper’s pew and a monument to Sir Stapleton Cotton. On your R as

you walk through, there is a building which has the sign “Here stood the old free school

endowed in 1605 by Ralph Buckley.”}

8. Keep R and go through the gate to walk to the canal.

9. At  Wrenbury Church Bridge turn L onto the canal towpath [FP25] and walk with the 

canal on your R retracing your steps to Wrenbury Bridge.

10. Turn L onto Cholmondeley Road and the Dusty Miller is on your R.
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Walk 2 – Sprostonwood Farm

An easy 2 mile walk with 6 stiles and 2 gates.

Time about 1 hour.

1. From the Dusty Miller Car Park go onto Cholmondeley Road and turn R and walk 

towards the village centre, passing New Road to reach the Village Green.

(Have you parked responsibly and obtained permission?)

2. Turn L through the church gate onto the path [FP3] leading to the R of St. Margaret's 

Church. Exit the churchyard via the gate and walk to the canal ignoring the path [FP26]

to your L and [FP22] to your R.

{The 16th century red sandstone St. Margaret's church still has some box pews, a rare 

example of a dog whipper’s pew and a monument to Sir Stapleton Cotton. On your R as

you walk through, there is a building which has the sign “Here stood the old free school

endowed in 1605 by Ralph Buckley.”}

3. Cross the canal at Wrenbury Church Bridge and continue over 4 stiles towards 

Sprostonwood Lodge keeping the hedge to your L.

{This lift bridge (bridge 19) is Grade II* listed.}

4. At Sprostonwood Lodge you go just to the R of the tennis court and then keep L to go 

over the stile to join the track takes you past Sprostonwood House on your R towards 

Sprostonwood Farm. (Ignore any side paths before you reach the farm.)

5. At Sprostonwood Farm go straight ahead into the farm area and take the waymarked 

path [FP6], opposite the barn, through the gate at the house to your L. This path takes 

you out from the farm on a wide surfaced track which passes some housing on your R.
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6. When you reach the wood, the concrete track turns L [FP4] heading to Sproston Hill 

Farm. (Notice here that the paths ahead of you and to your R are signed but don't 

appear to have been walked in living memory.)

7. At the farm continue on the track to Cholmondeley Road.

8. At  Cholmondeley Road turn L towards the canal bridge.

9. Cross the bridge and the Dusty Miller is on your R.
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Walk 3 – A walk to the north west

An easy 2.3 mile walk with 6 stiles and a gate.

Time about 1 hour.

1. From From the Dusty Miller Car Park go onto Cholmondeley Road and turn L towards 

the Wrenbury Lift Bridge. (Have you parked responsibly and obtained permission?)

{The bridge (bridge 20) is Grade II listed.}

2. Cross the bridge and remain on Cholmondeley Road. (Avoid going L into Frith Lane.)

3. Your path is the first track to your L at a bend in the road after the Porter's Hill access. 

Your path [FP14] is through a farm gate/stile on your L. (The fp is easily missed when 

walking in this direction as it is against the hedge.) Walk with the hedge on your L until 

you reach a hedge in front of you. (The official line is diagonally to the R of the 

hedge/trees in front of you.) 

4. Go to your R and then L to go round the hedge/trees.  Go over the 1st stile and follow 

the line of well spaced trees which used to be part of a hedge until you reach the 3rd 

stile.

5. Go over the 3rd stile (very high and difficult) to your L walk diagonally L heading for the 

road at a point to the R of the house (Frith Hall Cottages) which you see as being to the

L of Frith Hall Farm which is across the road. (There's an electricity post with a 

transformer high up on it at the R corner of the house near the stile in the road hedge.)

6. Go over the stile and turn L onto the road. Your path is about 120m on your R.

7. Go over a stile and immediately zig L & R so that the hedge is on our R. Follow this path

to the canal bridge.

8. Go over Thomason's Bridge (bridge 22) and through the kissing gate to turn clockwise 

under it onto the canal towpath with the canal on your L.

9. Walk past Wrenbury Frith Bridge keeping to the towpath.

{This lift bridge (bridge 21) is Grade II* listed.}

10. When you reach the Wrenbury Lift Bridge the Dusty Miller is on your R.
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Walk 4 – Wrenbury Station

A 2.6 mile walk with 3 stiles and 5 gates.

Time about 2¼ hours.

1. From the Dusty Miller Car Park go onto Cholmondeley Road and turn L towards the 

Wrenbury Lift Bridge. (Have you parked responsibly and obtained permission?)

{The bridge (bridge 20) is Grade II listed.}

2. At the bridge turn R onto the canal towpath [FP25] and walk with the canal on your L.

{Notice the Wrenbury Mill, Alvechurch Marina and boat hire opposite and the Cotton 

Arms caravan/camping site on your R.}

3. At Wrenbury Church Bridge turn R taking the path [FP3] to the village centre via a gate 

into the churchyard.

{This lift bridge (bridge 19) is Grade II* listed. The 16th century red sandstone St. 

Margaret's church still has some box pews, a rare example of a dog whipper’s pew and 

a monument to Sir Stapleton Cotton. On your L as you walk through, there is a building

which has the sign “Here stood the old free school endowed in 1605 by Ralph 

Buckley.”}

4. Go through the church gates and turn L onto Nantwich Road and walk through the 

village past the Post Office and General Store on your L.

5. At the Primary School turn R into Station Road and walk almost to the railway station.

6. Just before the station, opposite the detached house (Salamanca House), turn R onto a 

driveway and immediately take the path [FP2] R through the kissing gate across the 

fields in an almost straight line. You are now on the South Cheshire Way 

(waymarked SCW) – see MCFS website for details.

7. At the end of the first field (there's no hedge or fence just a grass headland) if the path 

is not clear on the ground then look ahead and slightly to your L.  You should see the 
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power cables and posts to the L of a tree as shown in the photo below.  Aim for the tree

marked 'stile' and you'll find the stile in a hollow below the tree. Cross the next two 

fields with the hedge to your R.

8. At New Lane, opposite the drive to Smeaton Hall, go through the field gate and turn R 

to walk along the road.

9. Ignore the path to your L which is the South Cheshire Way to Marbury (see walk 6).

10. Turn L onto Cholmondeley Road.

11. The Dusty Miller is now on your L.
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Walk 5 – Wrenbury Hall and Heath

A 3 mile walk with many stiles and 3 gates.

Time about 1¾ hours.

1. From the Dusty Miller Car Park go onto Cholmondeley Road and turn L towards the 

Wrenbury Lift Bridge. (Have you parked responsibly and obtained permission?)

{The bridge (bridge 20) is Grade II listed.}

2. At the bridge turn R onto the canal towpath [FP25] and walk with the canal on your L.

{Notice the Wrenbury Mill, Alvechurch Marina and boat hire opposite and the Cotton 

Arms caravan/camping site on your R.}

3. At Wrenbury Church Bridge continue along the towpath.

{This lift bridge (bridge 19) is Grade II* listed.}

4. At the next bridge (the masonry Starkey's Bridge) go up the steps to the R, over a stile 

and L across the canal. Go through the gate. Avoid the vehicle track and aim for a point

to the R of this track and to the L of the 3 trees in a row.  Here you should find a stile 

and fp for the path [FP1].

5. Go over the stile and walk with the hedge/fence on your L until you reach the next stile 

which you cross and then walk with the hedge/fence on your R.

6. At the 3 way fp you turn L immediately before the stile onto [FP16] heading N towards 

the L of the row of buildings closest to you. (The Nursing Home is in the middle of this 

row.  Please note that you should be walking across the 'middle' of the field and not 

along the R hedge line which is a possible interpretation of the fp finger. There's a 

power pole to the L of the buildings close to where you need to be.)

7. Close to the Nursing Home the path turns R and joins Wrenbury Hall Drive. Here you 

need to ensure that you go L onto the drive and avoid the L path to Wingate House. Go 

N on the drive marked with a 'No through road' sign.

8. Just before you reach the entrance to Wrenbury Hall Farm take the waymarked stile to 

your R. Walk with the hedge to your L.

9. At the end of the hedge there's a stile to your L and an open access out of this field. 

Turn R, staying within the field you're in, and walk [FP27] with the hedge on your L.
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10. Go straight over 2 stiles at field boundaries, keeping the hedge to your L, until the 

hedge starts to bend to the R.

11. Here you go over the stile and turn R heading to the canal bridge.

12. At double stile canal bridge 16 cross the canal and walk to the road ahead of you.

13. Go over the stile and turn R to walk along the road to the crossroads.

14. Turn R (signed 'Private Road – Wrenbury Hall') and R at the canal bridge 17. Go down to

the canal and turn L to walk with the canal on your R. Keep on the towpath passing 

Starkey's Bridge until you reach Wrenbury Church Bridge.

15. At Wrenbury Church Bridge turn L through the kissing gate onto [FP3] and walk 

towards the Church and the Village. Go through the gate into the churchyard.

16. Walk through the churchyard and out to the road via the small church gate.

{The 16th century red sandstone St. Margaret's church still has some box pews, a rare 

example of a dog whipper’s pew and a monument to Sir Stapleton Cotton. On your L as

you walk through, there is a building which has the sign “Here stood the old free school 

endowed in 1605 by Ralph Buckley.”}

17. Turn R onto Cholmondley Road and walk towards the canal bridge. The Dusty Miller is 

on your L.
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Walk 6 – Marbury via the South Cheshire Way (SCW)

A 5.4 mile walk with many stiles and unavoidable gates.

Time about 2¾ hours.

1. From the Dusty Miller Car Park go onto Cholmondeley Road and turn R towards the 

Wrenbury Lift Bridge. (Have you parked responsibly and obtained permission?)

2. At the Village Green turn R onto the narrow New Road (signposted Marbury and 

Whitchurch) which doesn't have a walkway. Cross the River Weaver and look for a stile 

& fp on your R giving you access to [FP1].

{You will now be walking on the South Cheshire Way. Notice the SCW waymark at the 

stile. See the MCFS website for further details.}

3. As you enter the field Smeaton Hall is to your L.  Aim for the R of the trees which are to

the R of  the Hall.  Go round the pond and then head for the two stiles which put you 

onto a track towards Marbury Heyes Farm. Keep walking with the hedge on your R until 

you reach the hedge in front of you at the end of the field.

4. Turn L for about 30 paces and cross the double stile bridge on your R. Walk towards the

R corner of  Marbury Heyes Farm.

(Notice the parish boundary on the map which, at this point, is also the line of Marbury 

Brook– not to be confused with a path! Here the path becomes [MCQ FP16].)

5. Follow the waymarked path with stiles anticlockwise around Marbury Heyes Farm, 

through a small copse, then R with the hedge on your R and past a pond on your L.

6. Follow the path until you come to a concrete driveway leading to Townley Farm. Go L 

onto the driveway. After about 50 metres go through a gate across the driveway and 

look for the end of the fence on your R (in about 50m).
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7. Go diagonally R heading uphill to the L of Hurst Hall Farm which you can see on the 

hozizon.

8. Close to Hurst Hall Farm go through the metal pedestrian gate in the hedge, straight 

across the field and cross the stile to take you L on the driveway away from the 

farmhouse to the road.

9. At Wrenbury Road turn R and walk along the road to Marbury.

{You should get a view of the 13th C St. Michael and All Angels church which has a peel 

of 6 bells.}

10. Just after the Swan Inn you turn R into Wirswall Road and then shortly afterwards R 

again into School Lane (road number C532) towards the canal.

11. At the canal you are at bridge 23 with Marbury Lock to your L.  You need to turn R to 

head back to Wrenbury. (Don't cross over the canal, your towpath [NOR FP16] is on the

S side of the canal.)

12. At Tomason's Bridge (bridge 22) you keep to the towpath [FP25].

13. At Wrenbury Frith bridge you again keep to the towpath.

{Wrenbury Frith bridge (bridge 21) is a Grade II* listed lift bridge.  About 300m past 

this bridge, roughly opposite the white canal side cottages, if you look to the R you 

should get a view of the top of the Combermere Abbey Monument. See Local 

Information.}

14. The Dusty Miller is on your R as you reach Wrenbury bridge.

{Wrenbury bridge (bridge 20) is a Grade II listed bridge.}
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Walk 7 – Sprostonwood Farm (extended)

A 4 mile walk with 12 stiles and 3 gates.

Time about 2½ hours.

This walk combines walks 2 & 3.

Do the Sporostonwood Farm walk (Walk 2) up to point 8 where you now turn R and pick up the

Walk to the NW walk (Walk 3) from point 3 to complete the walk.

Walk 8 – Marbury via the station and the South Cheshire Way (SCW)

A 6.5 mile walk with many stiles and unavoidable gates.

Time about 3½ hours (excluding stops).

This walk combines walks 4 & 6.

Do the Wrenbury Station walk (Walk 4) up to point 9 where you look for a gate & fp on your L 

giving you access to [FP1]. Pick up the Marbury via the SCW walk (Walk 6) from point 3 to 

complete the walk.

Walk 9 – Wrenbury Hall and Heath and the Sprostonwood Farm

A 4 mile walk with many stiles and one gate.

Time about 2½ hours.

This walk combines walks 5 & 2.

Do the Wrenbury Hall and Heath walk (Walk 5) up to point 15.  Pick up the Sprostonwood Farm

walk (Walk 6) from point 3 to complete the walk.

© Peter Waite - Issue 1 - August 2015 Page 18 of 18


	Contents
	Notes & information 
	Parish information
	Local information
	Walk 1
	Walk 2
	Walk 3
	Walk 4
	Walk 5
	Walk 6
	Walks 7, 8 & 9 

