
Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society (MCFS)

Walks in and from

Stockton Heath Parish

Stockton Heath Parish Council asked us to provide some circular walks that

residents can enjoy by walking from the Village car park.  We were requested

to include a walk which focussed on the history of the parish. The walks are
intended to entice you to see the network of paths within and around the

parish.  They are of various lengths and difficulty, albeit  none are difficult.

Some can be walked in stout shoes but others, particularly if it has rained, may
be easier in walking boots.

Enjoy the 15 miles of walks in this booklet and learn some new things about
the area that you may have lived in, perhaps for many years.

www.mcfs.org.uk
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Copyright
All the maps included within this document use Open StreetMap as the base mapping and non-
copyright material for the overlays. The overlays are © Peter Waite (The author).

© Open StreetMap contributors. The data is available under the Open Database Licence which 
can be seen at www.openstreetmap.org/copyright.

This document, which is provided in pdf format, may be copied in whole but not in part.  You 
may print copies of this document for your personal use and to allow you to organise walks for 
a group of walkers provided that you do not make any charge for the documents.  For part or 
total inclusion in another publication or for any other purpose written permission from the 
author is required.
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Maps
The Open StreetMap base maps used can be seen at: 
http://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=14/53.3732/-2.5745
By going to this web page you can pan and zoom the map to give you street level maps which 
you may need if you don't know the street names which are referred to in the walk 
instructions. It provides the larger scale maps which you may find useful for clarification of 
detail.

You may also find www.streetmap.co.uk useful. It does more than streets!

Warrington Borough Council PRoW maps can be found at 
http://maps.warrington.gov.uk/connect/  (you need to tick the PRoW box on the left.)

All the main maps within this publication are produced with north at the top (& east to the 
right!!).

Maps use metric units (metres and kilometres) but distances here are given in miles as most 
walkers appear to be imperial rather than metric.  The quoted walk distances are pretty 
accurate, having been checked by my gps, but walk times are approximate averages not 
allowing for any stops.  I walk very quickly but you may enjoy a more leisurely pace.

Safety
You are responsible for your safety. You'll need to wear appropriate clothing and, in particular, 
footwear. A mobile phone may not work in all the areas covered by this publication. To 
summon help in a sparsely populated area the national signal is 6 short blasts on a whistle 
repeated after an interval as necessary.

Parking

All of the walks start from The Forge Car Park.  Please be careful to pay the correct amount, 
clearly display the ticket and to park totally within a space as the wardens are extremely 
efficient here.  Currently, parking is free on a Sunday but please check this when parking.  You 
may choose to start the walk from an intermediate point. Wherever you park, please park 
responsibly so that residents, service and emergency vehicles are not obstructed.

You may choose to use the very good bus services that serve Stockton Heath.

Notes
Some walks go out of the parish to form a circular route.  Don't worry. You won't need your 
passport and the locals are mostly friendly!

As the walks are designed to collectively include as many paths as possible the same route 
may not necessarily be used to get between two identical points.

PRoW (see Abbreviations on next page) footpath numbers are included e.g. [FP2] to help you 
report a problem if you come across a fault or obstruction. The MCFS regularly checks the 
PRoWs but what was fine yesterday may have issues today.

Please leave gates open or closed as you found them and take all litter back with you. Banana 
skins and orange peel are litter.

MCFS walkers carry secateurs to cut back vegetation around gates, stiles and finger posts in 
rural areas. You may like to do the same and so help WBC, Stockton Heath Parish Council and 
the MCFS to keep the paths clear.

This document was produced without charge to Stockton Heath PC.  If you would like to 
support the MCFS then please see our website www.mcfs.org.uk for details of what we do, our 
walks and how to join us.
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Abbreviations

[FP4] Stockton Heath Footpath No 4

[App BR2] Appleton Bridleway No 2
[App FP3] Appleton Footpath No 3
[Wal FP6] Walton Footpath No 6
[War FP27] Warrington Footpath No 27

E East
FP Footpath
fp Finger post
gps The walkers equivalent of a SatNav used in cars
HNn Historical Note number n  e.g. HN4 refers to The Croft.
L Left
N North
PH Public House, Inn
PRoW Public Right of Way
R Right
S South
WBC Warrington Borough Council
W West

List of Stockton Heath PRoWs
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No Length km Path name or location Notes

FP 1 0.3 Ackers Rd to Chester Rd
FP 2 0.1 Cantilever to Fairfield Rd

FP 3 0.4 Parkgate Rd to Grappenhall Rd
FP 4 0.1 Vicarage Walk
FP 5 0.3 Greenbank Rd to Fairfield Rd
FP 6 0.1 Red Lane to Bridgewater Canal Created 2013

Total 1.3

Finger post

Waymark post A Frame



Stockton Heath Civil Parish

The above map shows the parish boundary and the location of The Forge Car Park.

The Stockton Heath Civil Parish boundary is about 5 miles (8km) long.  The 3 parishes that 
share the boundary are (clockwise from the east): Grappenhall & Thelwall, Appleton and 
Walton. The long straight northern boundary with the Manchester Ship Canal separates 
Stockton Heath from the Warrington suburb of Latchford.  (Latchford is bounded by a line 
approximately running from the north east corner of Chester Road swing bridge, to just 
beyond Latchford Locks and then north to follow the south bank of the River Mersey to the War
Memorial at Bridgefoot.)

Stockton Heath's 6,391 (2011) residents have only 6 very short Public Rights of Way (PRoWs) 
with a total length of 0.8 miles (1.3km) to enjoy but have many other local urban paths which 
don't have the legal standing of PRoWs.  Please note that these paths are not the same as the 
pavements alongside urban roads and walkways along rural roads.

The only long distance path to pass through Stockton Heath is the Cheshire Ring Canal Walk. 
This is just inside the parish boundary which runs along the centre of the Bridgewater Canal. 
The towpath is not a PRoW but has public access for pedestrians.

Just to the north of the Manchester Ship Canal is the Trans Pennine Trail (TPT) which runs the 
215 miles from Southport to Hornsea on the coast to the east of Hull.

Stockton Heath has the Red Lion Inn and the Mulberry Tree Inn for your refreshments en 
route.  It also has a large number of restaurants, coffee shops and bars around Victoria Square
at the A49/A56 crossroads.

Stockton Heath is proud to be the first 'village' to hold the Purple Flag award.  This indicates a 
safe, welcoming area and, due to the lack of public conveniences, you are welcome to use the 
toilets in the cafés and pubs without necessarily being a customer.
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The above map base can be found at:
http://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=14/53.3732/-2.5745

The Stockton Heath Parish website can be found at:
http://parish.cheshire.gov.uk/stocktonheathpc/
The website contains useful information and some history of the village.

Stockton Heath Parish clerk 01925 210558 email:  clerk@stocktonheathpc.org.uk

Other publications

If you like this publication then you might like to download the “Walks in Appleton Parish” from
the Appleton Parish website.
http://parish.cheshire.gov.uk/appletonpc/

“Walks in Lymm Parish” is currently (May 2015) being drafted.
“Walks in Wrenbury cum Frith Parish” is just about to be published.

The following website has an interesting selection of photographs in a folder called 'Old 
Stockton Heath'.
https://www.flickr.com/photos/uk_greg/sets/72157623524999256/

Acknowledgements

The author has lived in Stockton Heath and Appleton for over 50 years during which time a lot 
of local knowledge has been amassed.  His knowledge has been supplemented by Stockton 
Heath Parish Council, Jeni McConnell (who is a local historian) and Joan Blackshaw (of Whitley 
WI who lent me her notes which included some from Mary Bostley and recollections of Herbert 
James Westbrook 1862 - 1936). I would like to thank all concerned for being able to include 
this historical information.

Neither this document nor the “Walks in Appleton Parish” booklet would have been produced 
had it not been for the vision, enthusiasm and encouragement of Louise Parker who was the 
Parish Clerk of both councils when the booklets were commissioned.
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Historical and Informative Notes

These notes only include features on or close to the walk routes and are not intended to be a 
definitive history of the area. They are referred to on the walks as HNn e.g. HN4 for The Croft.

1. Old Stockton Heath

The parish has changed somewhat since the Battle of Stockton Heath fought in the late 
afternoon of 3rd April 1643. The Earl of Derby fighting for the King, led his soldiers from the 
Latch Ford via Ackers Lane and Ackers Common to Stockton Heath where he defeated Sir 
William Brereton's Parliamentarian Army. It is said that many of the Puritan dead were buried 
at the Hill Cliffe Baptist Chapel burial ground.

The village used to be on the coach route to London (Warrington, Wilderspool, Stockton Heath,
Stretton, Gt. Budworth & Knutsford) but the problems of getting the coaches and horses up 
the muddy and often icy road from Budworth Mere to Upper Marston forced the building of the 
A50 Knutsford Road through High Legh. This diversion meant that the stabling and 'watering' 
facilities on the Causeway weren't needed and the village no longer had the problem of the 
horses' effluent.

Today this prosperous village suffers the congestion and pollution of the modern replacement 
for the coach and horse!

The enclosure of Stockton Heath was authorised by an Act of Parliament on 20th July 1768 in 
the reign of King George III (reigned 1760 - 1820).

Please be aware that many roads have changed their names over the years and some names 
have been reallocated to a different road! Grappenhall Road was Mill Lane, Mill Lane was Sandy
Lane and Sandy Lane was Black Lane.

2. Listed Buildings

Stockton Heath has 12 Grade II listed 'buildings':

Lumb Brook bridge and Red Lane bridge 1770,
Cottage Grappenhall Road c1800 (opposite Lumb Brook Road) and Red Lion Inn 1800,
Cottages 12,14,16,18 & 20 London Road early 19th century (between church & shops),
Brook House Whitefield Road early 19th century (past Carlingford Road going towards Walton), 
St Thomas' Vicarage ?1838 (91 Walton Road near Vicarage Walk), St Thomas' church 1868, 
Milestone London Road 1896 (at S end of swing bridge) and Milestone Victoria Square 1898, 
Mulberry Tree Hotel 1902, Police Station 1912.

The milestones which are triangular, cast iron with cast iron lettering painted black on a white 
background are of course not buildings but structures.

Much of the central area of Stockton Heath is designated as a conservation area which means 
that alterations and development is strictly controlled.

3. Victoria Square

Old documents refer to the square as Pigeon Bank.  It was renamed in 1897.  This very fine 
Victoria Square which once was home to the Victoria Hotel in the Victoria Buildings now 
provides an open area in front of the Mulberry Tree Hotel. When sitting here I can't help 
wondering whether they turned off the water when they buried the public toilets that were 
below the square! Now that the village is a Purple Flag village neither these toilets nor the 
derelict ones at the Forge Car Park are required as one can use the many retail outlets.
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From 1905 – 1931 the square was the tram terminus. Warrington
Tramway ran from the Hop Pole Inn in Horsemarket Street. How did
trams get across swing bridge? The rails were let into the road and the
bridge bed with safety devices to stop a tram rolling into the canal
when the bridge was turned. The puzzle is the overhead power line
which needed to disconnect and re-connect. The lamp posts around the
square are believed to be the old metal ones (relocated) and are similar
to the ones which used to carry the tram overhead cables. Two of them
are more elaborate than the other.

The police station has moved from the tiny, single storey house, known
as the Stone Jug, that it once was on the Walton Road/London Road
(SW) corner to its current location. The parish stocks were removed in
the 1850s.

A Tailor Hankey is reported to have kept silk worms which he fed with mulberry leaves from 
the tree at the Mulberry Tree Inn, formerly The Grapes or White Bear Ale House.

4. The Croft

The village from the Mulberry Tree Inn down to about
where the Ship Canal is now used to be known as The
Croft. The five listed cottages, 12 to 20 London Road,
offer some insight into the early 19th century architecture.

The 1868 church which replaced the 1838 one has some
interesting graves in the churchyard including John
Crosfield (soap manufacturing) and Herbert Westbrook
(historian). 17 service personnel from WWI and 14 from
WWII are buried here. Kinsey Carlin (leader/chief of the gypsies who camped near the site of 
the current police station) is buried in an unmarked grave near London Road. The Runcorn 
Union Grave (paupers c 1839-1843) is an unmarked grave located by the path to the church 
door near the passageway.

The war memorial at the corner of London Road and Ellesmere Road commemorates the fallen 
of both World Wars.

When the Ship Canal was built, pipes and cables were laid deep under the canal just west of 
the war memorial. These resurfaced just west of the bridge control building and near the 
Twentysteps Lock which no longer exists.  One pipe was for the bridge jacks and the others for
'public' use.  One of the cables was a 500V dc supply for the trams.  In 2015 further boring 
took place to increase the water supply to north Warrington. Four large pipes were put into a 
new tunnel 1.9 x 2.5 metres wide 20 metres below the canal which is 8.5 metres deep.

5. Alexandra Park

The land was gifted by Greenall Whitley & Co. Ltd.
in 1923.  In 1936 it was dedicated as one of the
471 George V (1865 – 1936) playing fields to be
overseen by a charitable trust. The two dedication
panels are on the gates at the junction of
Alexandra Road and Fairfield Road (Right).

Stockton Heath library is located within the park
which has bowling greens, a basketball court and a
childrens' play area.
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6. The Mill Field

This land which is adjacent to Alexandra Park dates back to at least Medieval times.  St 
Thomas's C of E Primary School (established in 1838 – but not in this modern building) stands 
near the former site of a Medieval corn mill which was owned in the 15thC by Peter Legh (see 
Ackers Pit). The mill which was variously called Stockton Mill, Bates Mill, Blinston's Mill and 
Latchford Flour Mill ceased to operate and was demolished in 1895. The last miller to grind 
corn here was Mr Joseph Blinston. The undershot watermill was fed with water from the Mill 
Pond which was where the field is today. The millpond was fed by Lumb Brook which used to 
drain into the Mersey at Wilderspool but today runs into the Manchester Ship Canal after 
passing the eastern edge of Alexandra Park. Early photographs show a building being used as 
changing rooms and bathers swimming in the millpond known locally
as Stockton Heath Lake.

At one time there was a brickworks near the mill. Mr Cooper, a brick
setter, used to break the ice on the pool and spear the eels for which
the pool was somewhat famed.

As you enter the Mill Field from Mill Lane (with the school on your left
and the Scout Building on your right behind you) there is a notice post
with a Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee plaque in the grass below
it.

7. Ackers Pit

In 1465 the area "Le Akkirs" on Latchford Heath consisted of land with two pools of water. This
was rented from Peter Legh of Lyme by a William Mury. Roads across the former Ackers 
Common were used for centuries as passage to and from the ford in Latchford.  These were 
extensive north-south routes of national importance, rather like the M6 is today.
In 1858 a Bronze Age axe of Welsh origin was found in this area and in 1926 three prehistoric 
stone hammers were found in the pit.
Maps of 1873 show that Ackers Lane once began at Latchford Baptist Church in Loushers Lane 
(that part of Ackers Lane is now known as Wash Lane) and was used by the congregation of 
the church for access to Ackers Pit, where baptism ceremonies were performed.  In 1853 one 
of the first Church members to be baptised was a Mr William Wilkinson. This practice came to 
an end with the building of the Manchester Ship Canal and the last person was a Miss Helena 
Elizabeth Grounds in June 1894.

Ackers Pit is now supplied with fresh water via a pipeline overflow from the Bridgewater Canal 
and the surplus water from the Pit drains through a culvert into
the Manchester Ship Canal.  The water quality is important to
maintain the fishing.

At the north west corner of the pit (the junction of Ackers Lane
and Mill Lane) there is an information board and close to it a
pair of millstones. Are these from the corn mill?

8. Lumb Brook

Lumb Brook (the area rather than just the brook) appears to have been recorded as early as 
the 1190s. It was recorded as Lumbroc and described as part of the land owned by a Richard 
de Aston (1184 – 1216) of Aston Juxta Sutton, Cheshire. It is at the bottom of the Lumb Brook
valley which is designated as ancient semi-natural woodland.

Lumb Brook drains the Appleton Moss area firstly as Dipping Brook, then Doods Brook and 
finally Lumb Brook. When the Manchester Ship Canal was built, the brook which previously 
drained into the River Mersey at Wilderspool was diverted into the canal near Alexandra Park.
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Lumb Brook bridge which carries the Bridgewater Canal over Lumb
Brook and Lumb Brook Road has a 1770 date mark at the base of
the curved arch on the Appleton (SE) side. The bridge was re-built 
in March 1861 after the canal burst. The 1861 date mark on the
SW side seems to have disappeared. There is a stepped path up to
the towpath on the bridge.

In front of the Bethesda Chapel are a stone milestone and a
mounting block both of which being recorded as being of local and
historical importance.  Opposite the chapel and slightly below the road is 'The Cottage' which is
a listed building lying close to the brook.

Somewhere near the Ackers Road junction was the Lumb Brook Toll Bar. The area has 
historically had an importance for the intersection of important routes.

9. Latchford

Latchford was originally part of Grappenhall, Cheshire.  Between 1894 & 1974 a part of 
Latchford was transferred to Warrington, Lancashire and the remainder was known as 
Latchford Without (without the boundary). In 1974 Warrington became part of Cheshire and 
Latchford Without became part of Stockton Heath.  From Roman times to the recent past the 
ford at Latchford was the first crossing point along the Mersey and a key point for road 
transport. At one time Liverpool had a postal address of Liverpool via Latchford!  Today, 
Liverpool's post is sorted and franked at the Warrington sorting office.

The Warrington Town football club is located to the W of the N pier of the high level Cantilever 
Bridge. When formed in 1949 it was known as Stockton Heath Albion Football Club. It was 
renamed Warrington Town in 1961.

10. The Manchester Ship Canal (MSC)

The MSC, which opened on 1st January 1894, is the 8th longest canal in the world and is 
partially tidal at Stockton Heath. This is because although Latchford Locks are the 2nd set of 
locks from the tidal River Mersey the ones at Eastham are submerged at high tide.

The MSC operated the largest private railway in the country with 200 miles of track and 75 
locomotives.  Part of the network ran on the north side of the canal between Latchford Locks 
and the Cantilever Bridge along what is now the Trans Pennine Trail.  The Knutsford Road 
swing bridge had to turn to allow the steam and (in the later 60s) diesel locomotives to pass.

The three swing bridges local to Stockton Heath are turned by hydraulic turbines powered by 
water from a machine (known as an Accumulator) at Latchford Locks. The hydraulic jacks are 
fed via pipes which cross the canal at each bridge (see The Croft).

During the 1950s and 60s the canal was very busy with many bridge swings per day (and 
night).  Boats had to meet the tides at Liverpool Bay and often caused traffic hold ups that 
affected the whole area.  Drivers and pedestrians welcomed any disruption of the canal traffic!

In the winter of 1959/60 a large lorry travelling north on the A50 rounded the bend at Hunts 
lane and couldn't stop at the swing bridge's closed, heavy, wooden gates. It blocked the canal 
in front of the large boat that was due to pass. The canal was blocked until a floating crane 
could reach the spot and recover the lorry.

On March 21st 1961 the Mary P Cooper collided with the SS Foamville near Alexandra Park and 
sank.  The crew were all rescued but canal was closed for a number of weeks whilst the 
Mary P Cooper and its 1000 tons of Mersey sand dredgings were removed. She was then 
beached behind Greenalls Avenue at Warrington Dock. Presumably she is now under the 
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housing.

Today the canal is comparatively very quiet. A lot of boats can get under the swing bridges by 
lowering their taller structures and there isn't that much regular large traffic.  The Tesco wine 
boats going to Trafford Park are a notable exception.  These carry a vast amount of bulk wine 
and save a huge amount of lorry traffic.  Proposed developments could increase the shipping 
traffic to a level which may create intolerable road congestion.

The Old Quay canal ran 8 miles from Runcorn to Latchford but was made largely redundant by 
the opening of the MSC. The section from Twentysteps Locks at Stockton Heath to Manor Lock 
at Latchford was kept and renamed the Black Bear canal. It was used to transport hides to the 
Warrington tanneries until it was closed in 1960 and filled in to form what is now known as 
Black Bear Park.

11. The Arpley to Stockport Railway

The London & North Western Railway Company (L&NWR) operated this line until British Rail 
took over the nationalised network.  The 'old' Latchford Railway Station (1853-1893) was 
located close to the north pier of the Cantilever Bridge and was originally called the Latchford 
and Grappenhall Road Station until it was renamed in 1854. This station was closed after the 
Manchester Ship Canal (MSC) was built and the line had to be raised to cross the MSC over the
bridge near Latchford Locks.

The 'new' Latchford Railway Station (1893-1962) was located just to the north and slightly 
east of the high level bridge. Just to the west of the station was the goods yard and coal depot.
50 years ago an older resident described how the horses struggled up Station Road from 
Latchford village to the coal yard and had to be carefully restrained when returning with a 
heavy load.

This Warrington to Stockport line was finally closed in 1985 when the 1200 tonnes, 76 metre 
span Latchford Viaduct became too expensive to repair. 

Stockton Heath FP 2 was created when the MSC was built to enable the well-heeled and not so 
well-heeled residents of the Greenbank Road and Hilltop road areas to reach the new station 
which had previously been an easy few strides across level ground.

12. Industry & Commerce

London Road was the old stagecoach route. Stabling was on Wilderspool Causeway.

The Forge Precinct and car park are on the site of Caldwell's forge. Until recently there was a 
brightly painted piece of the original machinery where the seating is now by London Road.

Samuel Hamblett started making spades around 1770. It was Hamblett’s and later (in 1885) 
Caldwell’s spade manufacture that contributed greatly to the development of Stockton Heath, 
and the famous Cheshire Spade design continues to this day.

The Cartwright family ran a coal merchant business at Lumb Brook (near the Bethesda Church)
from 1901-1974. They had a field off Chester Road (adjacent to FP 1) in which they could keep
their horses and which they called the ‘Stack Field’, after the hay stacks they created; but it 
was, and still is, referred to locally as Cartwright’s Field. Today the field is fenced off and a bit 
of an eyesore. It's not clear as to whether Cartwright’s horses had to pay the tolls at the Lumb 
Brook Toll Bar on Chester Road (or Grappenhall Road) near to the Malt Kiln.

The Blazing Rag Inn was on the banks of the Bridgewater Canal somewhere near the Brian 
Avenue/Chester Road junction.  The Rag is believed to be a flag which fluttered in the breeze 
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but wasn't blazing.  This section of the canal is still known to anglers as 'Blazing Rag'.

Stockton Quay (1890s) used to be opposite Thorn Marine and was actually in Appleton. Here 
you could catch a 'swift boat' to Runcorn or Manchester with changes of horses at Lymm, 
Broadheath and Stretford.  There were two boats a day, one for passengers and the other for 
goods.

13. George Formby (Snr & Jnr)

George Formby Snr. (1875-1921) was born James Lawler
Booth and became a well known music hall performer. When
he died of tuberculosis, aged 45, at the family home, Hillcrest,
London Road he was buried in the Roman Catholic section of
Warrington Cemetery.  His white marble memorial headstone
is to be found some distance to the left of the main entrance
and not far from Manchester Road.  He left over £25,000 to
his wife Eliza Ann (or was she his partner as the marriage may
not have been legal?).  Eliza died in 1981 aged 102. Hillcrest
is now the 9 bedroom Amado Boutique Hotel.
 
George Formby Jnr. OBE (1904-1961) was born George Hoy
Booth in Wigan but changed his name in 1921 to that of his
father when he became too heavy to pursue his ambition of
becoming a jockey and took to the stage.  He is probably best
known for his playing of  the banjo ukulele. He was awarded
the OBE in 1946 and, after his death due to heart failure, was
buried in the same grave as his father and Eliza.
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Walk 1 – The 'six pack' walk

An easy 3.7 mile walk with no stiles or gates which is on surfaced paths apart from the canal 
towpath.  This walk takes in all 6 PRoWs and allows the walker to appreciate much of what 
Stockton Heath has to offer. Time about 1½ - 2 hours.

The steep path at point 7 can be difficult in icy weather or if covered in wet autumn leaves; an 
alternative is offered at point 6. 

1. From the Forge Car Park (lower level) take the exit between the church and the 
Stockton Heath Medical Centre to the A49. Turn R and cross the A49 when you reach 
the A49/A56 crossroads known as Victoria Square. (Have you paid & displayed? Is your 
car completely within the parking space and not on the white lines?)

2. Walk in front of the Police Station and go L down Victoria Road.
{Notice the fine Victoria Buildings opposite the Police Station – see Stockton Heath 

website and HN3.}

3. Turn R at the Library into Alexandra Road and then first L into Parkgate Road.
{Alexandra Park and the St Thomas's C of E Primary School are on your L and the 

Scout building on your R. HN5 & 6.}

4. Enter the Mill Field to your R [FP3], keeping to the edge of the field, so that you cross 
the end of Burnside Avenue to take a slight L between the houses into Willow Drive. 
Here you turn R and walk to the narrow passageway [FP3], marked with a fp to the R of
house no. 3, which leads to the A56 Grappenhall Road. You are now at the Lumb Brook 
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Road traffic lights. {HN8.}

5. Turn L and take the 1st L into Ackers Road. Walk towards Ackers Pit which is on the L.

6. Either walk around the Pit or walk past it then keep L to walk up the slope to the 
Cantilever (Latchford High Level) Bridge.
(If the steep path [FP2] in the next point could be a problem for you then turn L 
immediately before Ackers Pit into Ackers Lane then turn R onto Fairfield Road and 
rejoin the route under the bridge.) {HN7.}

7. The path [FP2] is to your L just before you step onto the bridge.
(It is steep and may be slippery. Please use the hand rails.) At the bottom of the path 
cross Fairfield Road, turn R and then take the path to your L at the fp alongside the 
Manchester Ship Canal.
{HN1, 9, 10 & 11. Stockton Heath has three MSC crossing points within its boundary, 

this fixed bridge and two swing bridges. Before you take the path why not step onto the

bridge and take advantage of the views? Ahead of you N is Warrington Town's ground 

to your L below the bridge, Warrington town centre a mile ahead, St Elphin's church to 

the NE, Latchford Locks and the old Liverpool to Manchester railway bridge to your E. 

The buildings just to the N of the bridge are on the site of the Latchford railway station 

(1893-1962).  The path you are about to take allowed commuters to catch their trains 

even if Latchford swing bridge to your R was closed for ships to pass.}

8. This path [FP5] actually runs very close to the canal fence/wall where the route widens 
but everyone uses the surfaced path on their way to Greenbank Road. Here you turn R 
into Hilltop Road and then R into Ackers Road.  Cross over to the S side of the road to 
make it easier to pass the Cantilever approach roads.
{HN9. This area of Stockton Heath was previously known as Latchford Without.  This is 

because it was 'without' (outside) the Warrington boundary. The residents paid their 

taxes to Cheshire even though Warrington was in Lancashire.}

9. As you pass the Fire Station on your R look out for the fingerpost on your L at the start 
of the next path [FP1].  Walk up Montclare Crescent and take the 1st R and then L so 
that the path brings you out onto Chester Road.
{HN12. The ground on your R just before you reach Chester Road is known as 

Cartwright's Field.}

10. Here there is a gap which allows you to get onto the Bridgewater Canal towpath where 
you turn R and head back towards Stockton Heath.
(If the gap is unavailable then turn R along Chester Road to point 5 on the map. Here 
you take the steps behind the Bethesda Chapel to reach the canal where you turn R.)
{HN8. This section of path is always interesting. When you cross Lumb Brook Road 

bridge (near 5 on your outward journey) you look down on the Bethesda Chapel and 

Lumb Brook which ends at the Ship Canal near Alexandra Park. The next bridge is the 

A49 London Road bridge. You have just passed the Sandy lane recycling centre on you 

R and now you have the London Bridge Inn on your L.  This is the end of the Delamere 

Way long distance path. As you emerge from the underpass you'll see Thorn Marine on 

your R. They also run boat trips for the less able amongst us. There are now some 

interesting houses and gardens along the way to Red Lane bridge.}

11. At the barrier rail turn R [FP6] to join Red Lane where you turn L downhill to Whitefield 
Road and then you turn R and follow it round to Walton Road (A56).
{This path was created in 2013 to replace the rough, unsafe access that had been 

created by common use.  Stockton Heath Parish Council, Warrington Borough Council 

and the MCFS were three of the organisations that worked hard to have it adopted as a

PRoW. It is now a formal, maintained PRoW created to let you do this walk!}

12. At the junction cross over the A56 and at the fp opposite walk down the passageway 
known as Vicarage Walk [FP4] to reach South Avenue and West Avenue. Turn R onto 
West Avenue and just after the County Primary school on your L turn L and you should 
find the Forge Car Park to your R.
{HN2. The white vicarage to the L of Vicarage Walk is now a private house.}

After all this exercise I'm sure that a drink and a bite to eat won't go amiss!!
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Walk 2 – Black Bear Park

An easy 2.7 mile walk with no stiles or gates which is on surfaced paths. There are A Frames 
(see P4) and avoidable steps at point 8.

This walk has an optional extension of 1 mile return to Manor Lock near Kingsway Bridge. Time
about 1.5 hours (2 hours with the extension).

1. From the Forge Car Park (lower level) take the exit between the church and the 
Stockton Heath Medical Centre to the A49. (Have you paid & displayed? Is your car 
completely within the parking space and not on the white lines?)

2. Turn L and walk across the swing bridge to Trans Pennine Trail (TPT) traffic light 
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crossing.
{HN2 & 10.  Notice the Grade II listed milestone by the bridge at the corner of Fairfield 

Road.}

3. Cross & enter Black Bear Park. Almost immediately turn R onto TPT which runs parallel 
to the Manchester Ship Canal (MSC). The canal should be on your R if you're doing walk
2!!

4. Various local paths to your left take you to Loushers Lane.
{If you look across the MSC to the S bank at Alexandra Park you should be able to see 

Lumb Brook draining the higher areas of Appleton into the canal.}

5. To your L, just before the Cantilever Bridge, is Warrington Town FC ground. Go under 
Cantilever Bridge and continue to the point where you exit to Station Road at the 
junction with the A50 Knutsford Road near to the Knutsford Road (Latchford) Swing 
Bridge.
{HN11.} 

6. Bear L and then cross Station Road to take the pedestrian tunnel into Latchford Village.

7. Walk the length of the village and cross the end of Grammar School Rd to walk in front 
of Sir Thomas Boteler School C of E High School.  Carefully cross Wash Lane to keep on
Knutsford Road and walk in front of the Environment Agency offices which used to be 
Richard Fairclough's school.

8. At the Black Bear Bridge (immediately after the EA offices) take the narrow steps to 
your L and keep walking away from the bridge.
(These steps can be avoided by crossing the road to the sloped access at this side of 
the bridge.  If you go under the bridge you can extend the walk to Manor Lock and/or 
explore Victoria Park. See below.)

9. You'll pass the fingerpost for PRoW [War FP27] (Birch Grove to Frederick Street) to your
L just before the old railway bridge. (Arpley to Stockport line).

10. After passing under Loushers Lane road bridge you continue to point 3 where you cross 
the road at the TPT crossing and turn L to retrace your steps to the car park.

Extension to Manor Lock (about 1 mile)

E. Walk from 8 to the old Manor Lock at the River Mersey.
Here you can retrace your steps to 8, take a walk around Victoria Park or continue to 
points F & G.
(The remains of Manor Lock can be seen on your L near the river bank.)
{HN10.  On the opposite bank of the river is the Warrington Rowing Club.}

F. The path takes a dogleg to the river then turns R to Kingsway Bridge. Go under the 
curved arch, on the cobbled walkway, and take the sloping path R up the side of the 
bridge to Kingsway South. Turn L to cross the road at the Kingsway South central island
at Kingsway House near the Bridge Avenue/Grange Avenue junction. Walk along Grange
Avenue and take 2nd R into Stringer Crescent.

G. The A Frame access to your path is ahead of you as the road turns L.  Turn L as you 
join the path and walk back to 8.
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Walk 3 – Walton via the Trans Pennine Trail

An easy 3.3 mile walk with no stiles or gates which is on surfaced paths apart from points 6 to 
8 where the unsurfaced paths can be muddy after wet weather. Steep, narrow steps at 7.
A Frames (see P4) between points 3 and 5.

Time about 1.75 hours.

1. From the Forge Car Park (lower level) take the exit between the church and the 
Stockton Heath Medical Centre  to the A49 London Road. (Have you paid & displayed? 
Is your car completely within the parking space and not on the white lines?)

2. Turn L and walk across the swing bridge to Trans Pennine Trail (TPT) traffic light 
crossing – but don't cross here.
{HN2 & 10.  Notice the Grade II listed milestone by the swing bridge at the corner of 

Fairfield Road.}

3. Turn L onto TPT which runs parallel to the Manchester Ship Canal (MSC). The canal 
should be on your L if you're doing walk 3!!

4. When you are forced to turn R to the Greenalls Avenue/Waters Edge junction cross the 
road and take the track ahead of you, keeping L to lead you around Warrington Dock. 
Continue walking past the old Walton Lock towards Chester Road. At the fork in the 
track close to the A56 Chester Road you should take the R fork heading towards the 
electricity pylon ahead.
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{HN10.  See note re Mary P Cooper. There are usually many birds in the Warrington 

Dock.}

5. At the A56 Chester Road ignore the TPT crossing and turn L towards the Chester Road 
swing bridge (also known as the Stag Bridge after the pub on the corner). Keep on this 
side of the road, passing The Stag and the War Memorial, and crossing the roads until 
you reach the start of the dual carriageway where you can usually cross with care.
(This route is given because there is no footpath on the W side of the swing bridge and 
the A56 is frequently too dangerous to cross between the bridge and The Stag corner.)

6. Walk along the path on the N of the A56 until you are opposite the 1st exit on your L. 
Here there is a dropped kerb and gap in the central reservation of the dual carriageway.
Cross to this road with its fp and “Walton Lea” signs to take the path [Wal FP6]. Keep L 
alongside the Sports Club grounds until you are forced to dogleg R and then L into the 
open ground. The green dashed line on the map is a good guide to the route of this 
path.
{This is the point on A56 Chester Road where the proposed high level bridge route will 

take traffic to Sankey Way. To your R near the start of this path is the Walton Lea 

Project – a worthy charity.}

7. At Walton Lea Road turn L, then R over Hough's Bridge and immediately L down the 
steep steps to the Bridgewater canal. This path [Wal FP1] becomes [App FP3] before 
you arrive at Hillfoot Farm.
{What does the plaque on the fingerpost at Walton Lea Road tell us?}

(Here you can extend the walk to include Walton Gardens and its childrens' zoo)

8. Turn L onto [App BR2] which is part of the Delamere Way.
{The Delamere Way runs from Frodsham to the London Bridge PH.}

9. At Red Lane turn R and then 1st L into Birchdale Road.
{The allotments opposite belong to Stockton Heath Parish. There are some interesting 

properties along Birchdale Road. Note the wooden gutters on the houses on your L as 

you turn into the road. Just past the Birchdale Court flats on your R, on the site of the 

Birchdale Hotel, there is a fp pointing to a pleasant path [App FP1] which leads you up 

to near the top of Red Lane}

10. At the A49 London Road turn L over the canal and heading back to the village.
{HN13.  You might like to cross to the London Bridge PH for 'light refreshments en 

route'. Just after Sandy Lane on your R you'll see the Amado Boutique Hotel which was 

once the home of George Formby.}

11. Between the shops and your L turn at point 2 you can see a row of Grade II listed 
cottages on the L side of the road.  Turn L at the fp for the Medical Centre and continue 
to the car park.
{HN2, 3, 4 & 12.}
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Walk 4 – Walton Gardens via Hill Cliffe

A 4 mile walk with no stiles but two non-avoidable kissing gates at 6 & 7. Time about 2 hours.

The 43 metre (140 ft) climb from the Bridgewater Canal to the Hill Cliffe lych gate is a good 
aerobic exercise.

Before you start this walk you may like to search the web for 'fox covert cemetery' to 
download the informative two page colour leaflet from the WBC website.

1. From the Forge Car Park (lower level), with your back to the church, take the exit 
between the houses to Egerton Street. (Have you paid & displayed? Is your car 
completely within the parking space and not on the white lines?)

© Peter Waite - Issue 2 - June 2015 Page 19 of 22

© Open StreetMap contributors.

1

2

3

4

5

6
7

8

9

10

11

12

13



2. Turn L and then R into West Avenue. Take 2nd L into South Avenue and straight ahead 
to the path [FP4] Vicarage Walk.
{HN2.  The white vicarage on your R as you reach the A56 is now a private house.}

3. Cross over the A56 Walton Road and walk along Whitefield Road until you reach the L 
turn into Red Lane.

4. Walk up Red Lane, over the canal bridge, past the allotments on your L and past the R 
turn which is the Delamere Way.  Just past Warren Road is the Baptist Church.
{HN1.  The The allotments on your L belong to Stockton Heath Parish.}

5. Go through the gates facing you onto the path that runs parallel to Red Lane through 
the Hillcliffe (Fox Covert) Cemetery.
(Take care not to fall over the wall; it's a long drop!)

6. Go through the Lych Gate turning R and look for the path diagonally to your R. Go 
through the kissing gate to the L of the entrance to the 'new' Fox Covert cemetery to 
take the path [App FP11]
{Stop here and look at the information sign on the wall to the L of the gate. You are 

standing 72m above mean sea level. Hopefully it will be clear enough for you to see 

most of the landmarks indicated. St Elphin's church has the 7th tallest spire in the UK 

(3rd ? Tallest in England) at 86m. Salisbury is the highest in the UK at 123m. Fiddler's 

Ferry chimney is 200m high. The mast on Winter Hill (456m above mean sea level) 

gives Stockton Heath its TV signal. Winter Hill was the scene of the Manx air crash in 

bad weather on 27 February 1958 when only 7 of the 42 on board survived.}

7. When you reach the path (also [App FP11]) which branches to your R (The straight on 
permissive path is part of the Mersey Valley Trail.) go through the kissing gate and turn 
R to walk down to Hillfoot Farm.
{At Hillfoot Farm look behind you to the top of the hill and, if the trees permit, you'll 

see a large house with a fantastic view.}

8. Turn L along the bridleway [App BR4] (you can use the road where the bridleway 
branches L after the R bend in the road if the bridleway is too muddy) and past the 
path [App FP5] to your L (which goes across the golf course) until you reach Hough's 
Lane. The last few steps are on [Wal BR5] which is one of the shortest paths in S 
Warrington.

9. Turn L onto Hough's Lane for about 150yds.

10. Take the permissive path on your R at the wide entrance to the Hall grounds where the 
golfers cross. Keep R and then walk with the fence on your L. When the path becomes a
grassed area veer R to Walton Hall. Walk around to the front of the Hall and turn R at 
the main driveway. Walk down the driveway with the pond on your L and the childrens' 
zoo over to your far R. At the bottom of the driveway turn R past the toilets and take 
the footbridge to your L (alongside the road bridge).
{The BBC series on Chester Zoo was filmed at Walton Hall – and other local locations. 

While you're here you may wish to look at the water feature to your L, check the 

progress on the greenhouses and visit the children’s zoo diagonally to your R. You could

also check the car park pay machine to see how much you've saved by walking!}

11. When you exit to Walton Lea Road turn R and immediately go down the steps to the 
canal towpath and walk towards Stockton Heath (canal on your R).
(If the steps are too difficult then carry on walking to Hough's Lane and join the 
towpath just past Hough's bridge where there's a gap in the railings by the car parking 
area.  Walk with the canal on your R.)

12. Just before you reach the A49 London Bridge you leave the towpath at the Thorn 
Marine premises to your L. Here you turn R into Mitchell Street and then L onto London 
Road. Walk down the road through the village until you almost reach the MSC swing 
bridge.
{HN13.  Just after Sandy Lane on your R you'll see the Amado Boutique Hotel which 

was once the home of George Formby.}

13. Turn L at the fingerpost for the Medical Centre and you are back at the car park.
{HN2, 3, 4 & 12.}
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Walk 5 – A stroll down memory lane

A 1.7 mile walk with no stiles or unavoidable gates. Time about 1 hour (but this is an 
exploratory walk where you stop, read and look).

It is expected that the walker will have read the Historical and Informative Notes before the 
walk – and probably got a copy with you.  Are you good at walking whilst looking up at the 
tops of buildings whilst still looking down to ensure that you don't fall?

1. From the Forge Car Park (lower level) take the exit between the church and the 
Stockton Heath Medical Centre  to the A49 London Road. (Have you paid & displayed? 
Is your car completely within the parking space and not on the white lines?)

2. Turn L and walk to the crossroads at the swing bridge.
{HN4. Notice the War Memorial on your L.}

3. Cross the road to walk along Fairfield Road.
{HN2 & 10. Notice the Grade II listed milestone by the bridge at the corner of Fairfield 

Road. As you near the park you pass close to the point where the Mary P Cooper sank.}

4. The gates to Alexandra Park are at the corner of Alexandra Road. Go in and turn L until 
you reach the fence above Lumb Brook. Turn R and follow the hedge line on your L aim 
for the Scout Centre in Parkgate Road.
{HN5. Notice the plaques on the gateposts, the bowling greens, basketball court, the 

childrens' play area, the library and the school. The houses overlooking the bowling 

greens have very attractive front elevations.}

5. Turn L and walk to the entrance to the Mill Field.

6. Take the diagonal path across the field and cross the bridge to the Chadwick 
Avenue/Mill Lane junction. (If the field is very wet then take the straight ahead track 
and turn R along Chadwick Avenue.)
{HN6. Notice the plaque at the foot of the notice post and the path to your R which 

takes you to Lumb Brook.}

7. Walk along Mill Lane until you reach Ackers Lane.

8. Cross to the entrance to the pit with the notice board to your L and the mill stones to 
your R. Walk around the pit clockwise.
{HN7. Notice the water running off into the culvert which drains into the Ship Canal. If 

there are no baptisms taking place then your entertainment will probably be limited to 

the anglers and the swans!}
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9. Exit via the gate on to Ackers Road and walk to Lumb Brook.

10. You may wish to cross here to the bridge and then cross back to continue the walk to 
Victoria Square using the R side of Grappenhall Road. As you walk along this road 
you're entering a conservation area.
(Take care as the traffic lights are not pedestrian friendly.)
{HN2 & 8. Opposite the Bethesda Chapel and set slightly below Grappenhall Road is a 

listed cottage (The Cottage). Near the Bethesda Chapel are a mounting block and 

milepost. The date mark on Lumb Brook (listed) bridge is at the bottom of the curved 

part of the arch on the Appleton (SE) side of the structure. For future information, the 

canal can be accessed via a stepped path behind the Chapel. As you leave the Lumb 

Brook Road junction notice the PRoW [FP3] on your R (see step 6). In the 1950s the 

Old Mill Farm opposite the Sandy Lane junction was, I believe, a dairy owned by a 

Cartwright family.}

11. You are now at the Police Station and Mulberry Tree Inn.
{HN3. The paved area hosts the Christmas Tree and markets. Records show that 

markets and sales have been held here for probably a couple of hundred years. Enjoy 

the buildings around the square. Imagine this being the tram terminus. Notice the old 

street lights. The milepost is on the SE corner against the Victoria Buildings.}

12. Turn R into 'The Croft' , cross at the pedestrian lights and turn L at the Medical Centre 
fingerpost just after the listed cottages and before the church. The car park is ahead.
{HN4 & 12.}

I hope that this walk has inspired you to explore more of Stockton Heath's history. Further 
information can be found on the internet, Stockton Heath Library and Warrington Library.  
Please remember that, particularly on the internet, not all you read is correct. There may be 
the odd error in this document; but then you'll let me know by contacting Stockton Heath 
Parish Council!
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